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Digital Natives vs Digital 

Immigrants 

“This is obvious to the Digital Natives – school often feels pretty 

much as if we’ve brought in a population of heavily accented, 

unintelligible foreigners to lecture them. They often can’t 

understand what the Immigrants are saying. What does ‘dial’ a 

number mean, anyway?”  
By Marc Prensky 

From On the Horizon (MCB University Press, Vol. 9 No. 5, October 2001)  

© 2001 Marc Prensky 

dial 
NOUN 

1 A face of a clock or watch that is marked to show units of time. 

1.1 A flat plate with a scale and pointer for showing measurements of weight, volume, or 

pressure. 

1.2 A disc with numbered finger holes on a telephone, rotated a particular distance for 

each digit of the number being called. 

1.3 A plate or disc turned to select a setting on a radio, cooker, or other piece of 

equipment. 

1.4 British INFORMAL A person’s face: he must be one of the new batch—I haven’t 

seen his dial before 



Which one do you understand 

better? 

3 

A B 



Which one do you understand better? 

A 

 

 

 Dad says to child when he was 

reading newspaper in his armchair: 

“Hi sweetie how was school 

today?” 

 Child replies: “You can read all 

about it on my blog, Dad.” 

 

B 
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Training Games 



Taking Notes in a Classroom. 
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Learning Modality and Learning 

Process MULTI TASKING? 



Thank you. 
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